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VIA FACSIMILE AND MAIL 202-21W923 ^ rs

* Jeffs. Jordan
Q Oencrtl Counsel's Office
HI Federal Elections Commission

999 E Street, N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20463

Ri: MUR5879
Harry MttcheU for Congress and John Bebbling, as treasirer

Dear Mr. Jordan:

This letter serves as the response from the Harry Mitchell for Congress campaign
and its treasurer, John Bebbling (collectively die "campaign"), to the complaint filed by
JD Hayworth for Congress in the above referenced matter.

The complaint submitted by JD Hayworth for Congress alleges that the campaign
and the Democratic Congressional ^«pigp Committee ("DCCC") violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act by coordinating in the production and dissemination of public
communications. The complaint, however, should be dismissed because the campaign
created the ad in question entirely independently of the DCCC.

Statement of Pacte

Just eleven days before the November General Election, Phoenix's largest
newspaper came out with its endorsement of the campaign. The endorsement was a
surprise to everyone because, as the Artmna Republic Editorial Board said itself, "The
Arizona Republic has recommended Hayworth's election each of the past six times he has
run for Congress. ... Not this time." [Editorial attached.] That political bombshell was
sn obvious choice for a television ad. The campaign jumped on the opportunity to show

<MI)4MM.8GAII2JC4)MJ

ANCNOlACC • IIIJING • •IUIVUC • IOIII • CHICAGO • OEMVII • NflNC KONG • lOfi ANCCLlS
MINIO FAK • OLVM'IA • FNOININ • POITlANO • f AM PIANClSCO • JUTTII • WAININOTQN. D.C.



JAN 08 2007 14:09 PR PERKINS COIE PHX 112602 351 6516 TO 00576tt60893ttlft12 P.03

JeffS. Jordan
January 8,2007
Page 2

voters that even a long-time endorser of JD Haywoitii could no longer support him in the
upcoming election.

The c«np«ign worked with its media consultants at Adelstein Liston to fully
KI utilize the Arizona Republic'* endorsement in a television ad and was completely
» unaware that the DCCC had also taken notice of the newspaper's statements, including
£ referring to the incumbent congressman as a "biu^y/1 arid \^^ preparing its own ad, The
i4 campaign did not learn of the DCCC's ad until the campaign's staff was watching
<M television and saw the ad come on the as.

Q DlKISSiOB

rH It is merely a coincidence - and not coordination - that the campaign and the
DCCC ran somewhat similar ads based on the unexpected and strongly worded
newspaper endorsement There was no coordination because there was no
communication between the campaign staff and staff members of the DCCC's
independent expenditure program. See 11 C.P.R. § 109(dXl>(3). Furthermore, the
campaign did not use (he same vendor as the DCCC, see Id. § (4), and no former
employee or contractor of the campaign was involved in the DCCC's ad, see Id. § (S).
The campaign's ad was prepared and ready for dissemination before the campaign staff
saw the DCCC ad. See id.} (6). Tne campaign had no involvement in the DCCC's ad
and was completely unaware that the DCCC was creating an ad suppoitmg the campaign.
Accordingly, the campaign did not coordinate with the DCCC in the creation or
dissemination of the ad hi question, and the complaint should be dismissed.

Please contact me if 1 can offer any further clarification. Thank you for your
assiftance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Charles A. Blanchard

Enclosures

1 All tactual statements in this letter are supported by the attached Affidavit of
Kelly C. Ward.
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